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What Has Gone Before... 


The end is coming. I can sense it. 


My comrades and I have returned to Rel Asta, a city terrorized by a powerful blue 
dragon, Blackwing. This fierce beast seeks an item he calls "The Last of My Father,” but 
not even Lord Drax, the ruler of Rel Astra, knows what this could be. 


With the help of the rebellious blue dragon Azzre, and a magical device known as 
"the Dragonhold,” my comrades and I defeated her brother dragon, Eclipse. With the 
passing of Eclipse, and the flight of Azzre, Blackwing lost the magical link with his sib- 
lings, making him no more powerful than a normal blue dragon. Yet, I feel that he may 
still be more than a match for us. If only we had some way of releasing the wizard 
Ealadhach from his bottle prison, for I hold out no hope that Lord Drax will summon 
his soldiers to aid us. He calls our efforts, the Dragonhold and Ealadhach worthless, say- 
) ing that by killing his brother and driving off his sister, not only have we angered 
= Blackwing, but we've now incurred his revenge as well, And perhaps he’s right. 


Only Lucien Cathal the paladin; Evina, a noble swordswoman; Roarn, a dwarven fighter with a rough exterior 
and a heart of gold; Gifre, a wizard’s apprentice; and Kiernan, a tracker falsely accused of murder by his own father 
are my allies. Verena, an elven ranger, was butchered and dragged away by savage gnolls near the caverns of 
Anasteo. Would that she were here now. 


.. Scott Kester 
Tommy Castillo 


Cover Artist . 
Cover Colorist .. 


In the Shadow of Editors 


This is it! The penultimate issue of "In the Shadow of Dragons!" Secrets will be 
revealed, bonds will be forged, and... one of our brave adventurers will die. Hey! I 
saw that! No flipping ahead to the end! 


You readers who only care about the art and not the story (you know who you are, | 
and shame on you!) will be pleasantly surprised by this issue. Tommy’s art and Scott 
Kester's colors evoke so many emotions in the reader just by themselves that you 
can follow the whole story without reading a single balloon. But I wouldn't recom- 
mend it. And neither would Jay, our writer, I suppose. (chuckle) And speaking of 
Jay, he manages an unofficial "In the Shadow of Dragons" online discussion group 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/shadowofdragons! Check it out! 


Also shipping March/April is Dungeons and Dragons: Tempest’s Gate #3! 
Tempest's Gate is a four-issue, full-color miniseries, pencilled by Mike Lilly and 
Rodrigo Pereira and written by Sean Smith (JLA and Dune mini-series). You can 
see the cover of issue #3 right here! Tell your local retailer you NEED this book! You won't regret it! 

- Mark Plemmons, Comic Manager 


Advertise With Us! 


Interested in advertising in Dungeons & Dragons comics, or in any of our other publications? Log on to 
Impressions Advertising’s web site ( http://www.wingnutgames.com/impressions.html ) and check out our ad 
rates! Or email directly to Aldo Ghiozzi at impressionsadv@yahoo.com. 


The Kenzer & Company logo is a trademark of Kenzer and Company. Dungeons & Dragons, D&D, and 
the Wizards of the Coast logo are all trademarks owned by Wizards of the Coast, In. a subsidiary of 
Hasbro, Inc. and are used by Kenzer and Company under license. 62002 Wizards of the Coast. Inc. 


WE ARE ALL 
GOING TO DIE 
THIS NIGHT. 


THE DRAGON 
APPRORCHES! 
BLACKWING 

RETURNS! 


BECAUSE YOU 
DECIDED TO KILL 
BLACKWING’S BROTHER 
INSTEAD OF FINDING 
WHAT YOU WERE 
SENT TO FIND! 


WE DON’T HAVE THIS 
ORAGON’S Lost Treasure. © = 
INSTEAD OF RETURNING WITH |e A YOU PRESENT A 
THE WIZARD THAT CAN TURN | NX le STRING OF LEATHER 
G AND A HELPLESS 
HERMIT TRAPPED IN A 


BOTTLE! 


WELL THEN, SINCE THIS WEAPON IS 50 

POWERFUL, GO FORTH AND DEFEAT THIS BY ALL MEANS, 

TERROR THAT HAS PLAGUED US ENDLESSLY BBY cyow BLACKWING JUST 

WHILE YOU WERE SIGHTSEEING ACRO: WHY HE NEEDS TO TUCK 
WHOLE OF THE FLANAESS: TAIL AND Rim 


HEROES’ GRAND 
PARADE! 
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AND YOU..JUST SIT THERE, 
AS YOU HAVE BEEN DOING 


YOU ARE GOING 
NOWHERE: 
YOU Wik Abb. 


Jj YOU REFUSED TO 
RELINQUISH THE LA 


THAT CUR 
PUT A BLADE 
TO MY CHEST: 


MILORD, PLEASE. 
YOU MUST CALM YOURSELF-- 
YOUR WISDOM IS VITAb. 
WE MUST THINK HOW. 


AND You! 
SNIVEFING...WHINING. 
USELEess, 
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PREPARE MY HORSE! 
YOU DON’T KNOW WE/LL WAIT ON THE OUTSKIRTS 
HARSH, OLD MAN. “a HOW LONG |/VE BEEN PUTTING OF REL ASTRA UNTIL THE 
VE ACTUALLY AN THIS OFF. YOU REALLY WERE VICTOR IS DETERMINED! 
BEEN MORE KIND QUITE THE BURDEN, TIEG. é 


IDLY BY AND 
ALLOW MY ff 
EMIsE, 
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WY WE DION’T HAVE ENOUGH TIME 
FOR A PLAN, SISSEL. HAVE YOU 
SOMETHING IN MIND? 


HEAR ME, = . Ts ~= 
08A0-HAl , | a 

TAKE FROM ME ‘ i ? 

50 THAT | MAY 
TAKE FROM YOU. 
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TAKE COMFORT KNOWING 
| WILL COOK YOU THOROUGHLY 
BEFORE CHEWING UPON YOUR 
FAT LITTLE LIMBS, DWARF. 
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YOU FACE A DRAGON AN! 
YOU SEND FORTH BUGS. 
INTERESTING CHOICE 

IMAN INSECT 


THE YOUNG 
ONE..WEARS IT. HE 
HAS..THE LAST..OF 
MY FATHER 


FAT LITTLE LiM@S" EH? 
THESE LIMBS WILL SEND 
YOU OFF TO THE NEXT 
WORLD, DRAGON, 
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THE YOUNG 
WIZARD... WEARS WHAT 


| SEEK..IN A CER 


WHAT WAS THAT YOU 
SAID, BLACKWING? 
ABOUT WHAT YOU WERE 
SEARCHING FOR? 
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7 A LITTLE EARLY, 
JUST A LITTLE. 
EARLIER THAN 
| HOPED. 


| GUESS THERE WAS 
NO FOOLING YOU, 
THOUGH, HOW? 


HOW DIP YOU KNOW? YOU FAKED 
YOUR DEATH TO WATCH ME FROM 
AFAR, DION’T YOU? 


YOU GIVE YOURSELF 
MUCH CREDIT, AS 
MOST POMPOUS 
WIZARDS 00. 


| KNEW YOUR 
INTENTIONS THE 
MINUTE | JOINED 
YOUR GROUP. 


NOT MUCH CAN BE HIDDEN 
WHEN | LOOK INTO THE 
EYES OF ANOTHER, 


f THE LAST OF..MY FATHER 
TRAPPED WITHIN..A JEWEL ~ S, am 
THE JEWEL HE WEARS. THE JEWEL UTILIZES THE \ > y 4 
ENCHANTED IRIS..OF MY FATHER, 
IT WAS STOLEN LONG AGO...AND 
MY SIBLINGS AND |..HAVE BEEN 
SINCE 


THE IRIG.. AUGMENTS..THE 
POWERS OF A MAGIC 
USER.. ALMOST TENFOLD. 
IN THE CASE..OF AN 
APPRENTICE..| CAN ONLY 
IMAGINE IT WOULD.. 


ACCELERATE MY ABILITY TO 
LEARN THE SPELLS, YES YES. 
SORRY BLACKWING, I’M AFRAID 
YOUR EXPLANATIONS SIMPLY 
TAKE TOO LONG. 


GIFRE...THIS ISN’T TRUE, | “a é 
15 IT? EVERYTHING WE/VE * f + > < 2 
OONE..FOR NOTHING? \\ PP a 
OH, NOT FOR 

'NOTHING’, EVINA..-OR | MY MASTER LANDUWEK'S 
EVERYTHING. DEATH WAS NEVER PART OF 
THE EQUATION. IT WAS HE Pr 


WHO WAS TO BRING ABOUT 
THE DOWNFALL OF ORAX. 


WHEN HE WAS ae 
Rig MLLED. | was LerT eee 
Ji TO CARRY OUT MY ss ‘| 


MASTER’S PLANS, 


| DON’T BELIEVE THIS. 
ALL THOSE INNOCENTS. 
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EVINA, 
IN ORDER TO 


YOu, | NEED TO 
eee = REMOVE THE 


DON’T TOUCH IT! 
QON’T TOUCH IT! 
HU-CK,..HUH... HUH... Ai 


EVINA, I’M 50 SORRY. 
GIFRE CONTROLLED Me- 
| DON?T. 


THAT LITTLE SERPENT 
GOT AWAY. 


HURTS BUT IF. 


EVINA 1 eIoW VOLILE 3 
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EVEN IF YOU,.HEAL ME...GIFRE 
BA MAY PROVE..TOO POWERFUL. 
- YOU NEED 
a A...°COUGH*..WIZARD, 


EALADHACH. IN THE 
GRANOWOOD..YOU SPOKE OF YOUR 

PRISON, ABOUT THE.."COMPANY 
YOU KEEP..AND THE COMPANY 
YOU.,WOULD NOT" 
YOU WERE GOING..TO TELE 
GIFRE..WHO COULD SHATTER 
YOUR... MPRISONMENT. 


TO SPITE Me, SHE TAILORED THE 
SPELL SO THAT ONLY A 
WARRIOR'S BREATH CAN BREAK 
THE GLASS THAT CONFINES ME. 


BLAST IT, WIZARD! 
WE ARE ALL WARR. 
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A WARRIOR'S 
BUYING Breath. 
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‘ WIZARD..YOU MUST = 
q \ } PROMISE ME. P< q ( 
\pAl / 4, Bo THAT REL ASTRA ij e 
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WikL BE SAVED. 
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you pRown my 
HEART WITH PRIDE 
THAT | WAS BLESSED 
TO Know You, EVINA. 


GOD... FINDS ME WORTHY, 
TO BE CALLED 
"WARRIOR"..CEALADHACH. 


THEN BRING HIM.. TO ME. Ve 
IT/5 GETTING... HARDER 
TO BREATHE 
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WY WATCH US FROM THE HIGH WINDS, 
EVINA, WHAT WE 00 TONIGHT IS NO 
LONGER SOLELY FOR REL ASTRA, 
BUT FOR YOU AS WEL. 
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MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


